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T  xgged Cross' Composer 
Dies at Reed City at 85

REED CITY, Oct. 10 OR—Rev. 
George Bennard, 85, composer 
of the gospel hymn, “ The Old 
Rugged Cross,”  died today at 
Reed City hospital after a brief 
illness. He was a retired minister 
of the Michigan Methodist con­
ference.

Rev. Bennard was born in 
Youngstown, O., the son of a 
coal miner. He worked in Iowa 
coal mines as a youth of 15 to 
help support his widowed moth­
er and her six children.

He was drawn to Salvation 
Army meetings at Canton, Iowa, 
in 1895 and three years later was 
commissioned an adjutant, trav­
eling the mid-west to conduct 
revival meetings.

In 1910, he resigned to devote 
several years almost exclusively 
lo writing sacred songs.

“The Old Rugged Cross” was 
written in 1912 while Rev. Ben- 
narrt was conducting a revival 
at .Albion, t

He has written more than'300 
sacred songs, the most recent in

1956 entitled “ The Light on th# 
Cross.’'

It commemorates a huge wood­
en cross erected by the Reed City 
Chamber of Commerce before 
his home along US-131 six miles 
north of the city.

Rev. Bennard is survived by 
his widow, Hannah, and a son, 
John Paul Bennard, of Redonda 
Beach, Cal. Funeral arrange­
ments are pending.

Boy of 5 Lucky; 
Not Badly Hurt

(Special to The State Journal)
EATON RAPIDS, Oct. 10 — 

Alan Smith, 5, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Smith, R. 3, Eaton Rap­
ids, was a lucky boy Thursday.

He was struck by a car on 
highway M-99, two miles north 
of Eaton Rapids, about noon, and 
suffered face and head cuts and

|L D. Kelsey 
! Dies at 59
'Verinoiitville Doctor Had 

Been Active in Civic, 
Lodge Affairs

i (Special to The State Journal)
; VERMONTVILLE, Sept. 30 — 
j Dr. Lewis Donald Kelsey, 59, 
Idled at his home here at 2:30 
la. m. Tuesday following a long 
■ illness.

He was a native of Lansing 
. and came here as an osteopath 
I 25 years ago. He was also a com-; 
'munity leader and was a mem-' 

ber of the Lions club. Masons, 
Eastern Star, American Legion 
Post No. 22, Chamber of Com­
merce, village president for nine 
years and was a staff member 
at McLaughlin Osteopathic hos­
pital in Lansing.

Surviving are his widow, Hil- 
dred; two daughters, Nancy Jo, 
Becky Jean, and a son Douglas, 
all at home; one sister, Mrs. 
Olive C. Colcord of Niles and 
one brother, Merwon Kelsey of 
Newton, 111. Funeral services will 
be held Thursday at 2 p. m. at 
the Vermontville M e t h o d i s t  
church with Rev. Howard Lind­
say officiating. Otto f u n e r a l  
home has charge of arrange­
ments.
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