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BEGAN AT'AUTO WrtEEL̂ ,;̂ ^̂
T3jc j^ iness career, of M r^6r^ 

ter began with Auto Wheel ,1a, 191W 
when he: bigĉ sme sales manager 
of the COTTjpitoy,, In t917 hej wa; 
named, gdfiieicil manager, ,'a'jpos^j 
he held unfif'the merger 'dt the!
three firms. ' ' ■ * •*•'.

Mr.-Porter retired as vicO.'̂ r^ 
ident of Motor Wheel, July-Ip 19̂ 1 
and retired as a director, April 28|
1954. IHe formerly was owner of tĥ
Porter Hotel r’'(now 'thc  ̂Capito
Park Motor Hotel). •

Mr. Porter was the son of E d ^ j 
Seth Porter and Marietta ( ^ r ^ j  
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Wheel Firm Pioneer 
S u ccu m b s atj,|j[omg,5

I -founder of 
and former 
Hotel, died

:oU i  » »
> ao “

Drury L. P oj 
ied Cambridge Road 

"^ng Motor Wheel Corp.
» c  owner of the Porter

early Wednesday at the residence 
after a long illness.

Mr. Porter, retired, vice presi­
dent of Motor ■'frhefel, was one of 
the three oritoal^incorporat 
when the fK ^ ^^ i^Iorm ed  J_...,
17, 1920.

The iormation resulted from a 
merger of Mr. Porter’s Auto 
Wheel Co., the Prudden Wheell_ 
Co., and the Gier,Pressed Steele'S
iCo. - iMr. Porter,: anp'two other local g sr  
'automotive '^Jicneers who, lik q o  
himself, were hatjonally known, 
combined torces to effect the 
merger. They were the late HarryJ 
F. Harper of Prudden Wheel, and! f. 

S. Gier,of Gier Pressesthe late B.;̂ S

Concluded from Paje One 7-*!̂
Porter. The senior Porter was a 
partner in a local grocery and 
later in the Lansing Spoke Co., 
which became the Auto ^ e e l  Co., 
of which Drury Porter became 
sales manager, secretary-treas­
urer and then general manager. 
He was serving in the latter posi­
tion at the time of the Motor 
Wheel merger in 1920. ■ , -

Mr. Porter resided at the old 
family home, 215 N. Capitol Ave., 
many years, prior to moving to 
the Porter Hotel and, about 28 
years ago, to his Cambridge Road 
location. ^
ATTENDED MAJ ' '

He was graduated from Lan­
sing High School and attended 
Michigan Agricultural College, 
from which hie^eo|u^ a disting­
uished alumnus aw ^^ 'in  connec­
tion with the 1955 MSIT centennial. 
He played in the M A^^j^d as an 
undergraduate.

Mr. Porter’s affiliadp* included 
Plymouth Congregational Church, 
City Club, Lansing Auto Club, 
Country Club of Lansing, and 
Masonic orders.

He is survived by his widow, 
Jane; and two cousins, James B 
Porter of Lansing and Mrs. J. 
Armand Person of Bath.

Services will be held Friday at 
2:30 p.m. at the Estes-Leadley 
Colonial Chapel, with Dr. AEred 
Gray of Plymouth Congregational 
Church officiating. j
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