
Held Tuesday - For 
Donald £. Stairs

•^Ftmerml services were held j
day at 2:00 pm from the'*’* Pickens 

. funeral home at Lake Odessa and | 
iburial was at Woodland Memorial 81 
cemetery.
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Death Takes Pioneer 
Resident, Roy Richard

14

15

10

Donald Eugene Stairs 17̂  wiho] 
would have been a member of tihe, 
senior cla'ss at Vermontville drown - 1  

ed Sunday afternoon shortly after i 
3:00 'pm., in Jordan Lake. Lake' 
Odessa. Donald was a cousin to thei 
three Benner children of rural Has­
tings Who were killed in an auto ac­
cident Thursday. Mr and Mrs Ro­
bert Benner lhad taken Donald to 
the home of his grandparents, Mr 
and Mrs Clarence Birman, with -tbeir 
only surviving child, Clarence 15 to 
visit.  ̂ ------------

'E Boy L, Bichard

Donald, who cpi^d not swim, wi 
jtrying to wade from one raft to an- 

.her, suddenly slipped over the 
I drop "off. Aocordinj to other swim- 
Imers he seemed to figtht o ff twoi 
Jyounger swimmeirs who came to his 
aid. His body was not recovered 

luntil 7:11 pm.
He was born May 17, 1945 in Lan­

sing, the son o f Richard and Kath­
ryn (Birman) Stairs. He entered 
Vermontville Community iSohool in 
February 1958 when his parents 
moved to R1 Vermontville. In ad­
dition 'to his parents arid grandpa®- 
^nts, he ia survived by W t sister 
Louise 13. and two brothers, David 
1^ and Richard Jr 11 at home.
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. Funeral services were held for!
I Roy L. Richard, age 90, August 
17 from Mapes Funeral home in 
Sunfield. Mr Richard, a retired 
blacksmith and farmer, passed 
away August 14 at the home o f . 
his son, Wayne, of near Sunfield.

Mr Richard was born July 7, 
1872 in Sunfield township, the 
son of George and Mary (Baker) 
Richard. He lived his entire life 
in Sunfield township and he was 
raised on a farm what is now the 
village of Sunfield. At one time 
Mr Richard operated a black­
smith shop on the corner of Sec­
ond'and "Washingtori streets. He: 
sold his business in 1900 and 
went to farming; having lived 
on two different farms on M-43. 
About six years ago he sold his 
farm and lived a few months at 
a time with each of his children 
and their families. ,
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