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hallucinations and a persecution 
complex.

She told officers she killed he' 
husband because she feared Y 
'would send her back to a ment 

lospital.
During their attempts to ques

tion her Wednesday afternoon, 
Mrs. Landis blamed noted Holly
wood screen stars as instigators 
of a plot to kill her husband, and 
then launched a tirade against 
the state o f California.

Detectives said that d u r i n g  
their interview with the woman 
Wednesday afternoon she t o l d  
how she hid in a bedroom with 
the loaded shotgun and fired two 
shots at her husband a few min
utes after he walked into their 
home.

She explained that her hus
band had hidden the shotgun 
and a deer rifle under the sofa 
in the living room but she had 
discovered their hiding place.

When her husband came home 
at 10:40 p. m. Tuesday, she said, 
he removed his coat and looked 
under the sofa where the guns 
had been hidden.

Finding one gone, he started 
toward their bedroom. About the 
same time, Mrs. Landis said she 
walked out the door and fired 
one blast at him. She told police 
she fired a second time “because 
he didn’t die.”
DEAD ON FLOOR

D e t e c t  ives Montgomery and 
Murphy l e a r n e d  that Landis 
punched out at the Motor Wheel 
factory at 10:30 p. m. Thirteen 
minutes later, police received a 
report of the shooting and found 
him dead on the living room 
floor.

Interviews w i t h  the couple’s 
four children revealed that after 
the first blast from the shotgun 
they heard their father cry out, 
“Don’t do it, don’t do it,”  then 
they heard the second shot '

YMarilyn Lannu, 112 , Ttoia; ae- 
tectives.sfae was the first to come 
out o f  the children’s bedroom, 
saw her mother standing in the 
door o f the hallway to the liv
ing room holding the shotgun.

She said she pushed her moth
er aside and looked to find her 
father lying face down in blood' 
on the floor. ’

The other three children and 
a fourth neighbor child who was 
staying overnight with them, 
also said they came Out into the 
living room and saw Mrs. Landis 
with the gun and saw her leave 
the house. -

Marilyn and her older sister, 
Yvonne, 13, turned their father 
over on his back and put a pil
low under his head, they told 
police.

Police arrived minutes later 
after Mrs. Landis had gone to a, 
neighbor’s home across the street/ 
and told them she had killed hen 
husband. ____________\
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Local Obituaries

Warren F. Bennett 
Warren F. Bennett, 79, of 

115 Bowers st., a retired car
penter, died unexpectedly yes
terday. An Eaton County native, 
he had resided here since 1921. 
His marriage ended in divorce. 
Surviving are a son, Ivan H. 
o f  320 Electric ave.; three sis
ters, Mrs. Eva Lozier of 1020 
E. Columbia ave., Mrs. Okel 
Deer of 125 Electric ave., and 
Mrs. Dan (Jessie) Johnson of 
108 Bowers st.; a brother, Or
well, of. Vermontville; three 
grandchildren and two great- 
grandchlldren, . ^ ' • . >


