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DR. JAY W. SEXTON

J. W. Sexton 
Dies at 86

• • • s. f

After StrokeFlooding. , . ’ ‘.‘-.ysr.  I,' 
Fourth, To -fay J Wesley Sexton,', rC' 

dams in any cay®*̂ *̂ <̂  retired superintendent of 
^ansing schools,’ diedi .Wednes- 

Condemnaday afternoon ̂ t  St. Lawrence i 
ting or traHospital ̂ t e r  suffering,a stfoke 
Fifth, To ccearlier'ln the day- Hejw^s, 

and other prop<yea,rs.Old..’ vv-,i
'; i l is ^  death was un«ri?pted, 

SexiQ^,wJ^p 
headed the city's schod} system 
from^yiS to baiii!een'ih.'rfi}-’ 
ative^ good health, sipce his re-

■̂‘He jhad sepvdd'̂ nshî ^
very progfesisive .wa^yVj'said Dr. 
DwightiF, Rich, who worked un
der'Dr. Sexton in the 1920s and 
’30s and who succeeded him as 
school superintendent in 1945. j

■‘SThlsTshows^ne. was-Keepuig 
, very.jvell informed on the prog

ress o_f, education in those early

t y.ears.l' Dr. Richsaid.^—
Under Dr,; Sexton’s regime, 

he, school systemf-experienced 
rrjurging ,gro\\dh! .In ' addition to 

1,̂  jeveral elementary s c h o o 1 s, 
' Eastern andfJ. W,^Sexton High 
■ ichoolsfwere built while he was 

luperintendent.'The city honored 
^®iim'by naming the west side 

ligh school‘after him in 1943... ' 
He was sensitive to the educa 

f^ional needs 'of the handicapped 
children. TherW a 1 n u t, Street 
school 'was ' constructed during 
his t e n u r e '; The start of the 
school system’s . guidance pro
gram also came \yhile he was 
superintendent. A  *'•
ALBION GRADUA '̂TE  ̂ ' '

Dr. Sexton was Nov. 28, 
1876 . in Victor Townslnp of Clin
ton County and s^ent; his boy
hood, working on-his parents’ 
farm and attending a ’ one-room 
country school. .

He was one of seven children 
of . Job W. and Catherine Sexton, 
pioneers in ,the R o u n d  Lake 
area. - .

W h i l e  attending Laingsburg 
high school,, he e a r  n e d his 
board' by working for a local 
doctor, taking care of the physi-
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hereby defij^ laying the foundation of 
■te commerce, a “ good'educational systemv|n 
ther, That the our city,'/JJr. Rich said. 

interest there;' An’.eifWple of D r.' Sexton s
•lout prejudice progressive aPPr^ch to educa-
4s r,r tion was.'the construction of Pat-

or other Proi,gj,„mT-walter French',andtlYest 
0 be used f o r ' ‘.High■•Schools/duringtto  ̂
n by such owixgMs.undep-his leadership while 

the-'junior* high’ school'*cpnc|; t̂ ’ 
was .in ils

gjsary
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ymit- 
( 
f;>way
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dan’s horse' 'and carnage and 
doing bffiee chores.! i  

Following ■ graduation f r o m  
high school, he taught in a rural 
school and then, continued his 
studies- at Albion C o l l e g e ,  
w;here he wps graduated in 1§02 
with a bachelor of a r ts ,degree..

The following y e a  r' he y/as 
principal of,Fenton High School.
In 1903, he became superinten
dent of schools there, apposition 
he held until 1911 when -he be 
came, principal of Lansing high ^ase- 
school.

In 1916 he was appointed su 
perintendent of Lansing’s public 
schools.

He was awarded his master’s 
degree by the University of 
Michigan in, 1912 and in', 1935̂
A lb i nn  -;ewUgpi» «innf^ rrr''it-pp -rw m - J,
the LL.D degree.-;-In addition to ' 
his educational work during the 
regular, school year, he. taught 
summer* sessions'- at' teacher-' 
training institutions at the Uni- 

> S3 versity of Michigan and Harvard 
University,' v,, -

Dr.. Sexton was ,a member bf 
the,'Michigan and the National 
Education Associations-and'was 

I presidenf .pfi?the%MEA':in ■ 1928 .
I when'lU pcesentiQuarters-'were
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