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, ■ |fjrred v pnfay. t^^Hbpper,;;, aged 
j'-years, ’ departed this life on Easter 
’ Sunday e v ^ n g ,  ^ prll 17, 1938, tol- 

lowlng'an''W nesa w hich'had lasted 
j^or several‘.years.

^'waa born April 6,.•-1864, In 
jHartland Crater;" LlvIngston-, -Coun- 
^ty^,Michigan, the son of Hiram and 
'jBarietta Palmer.. Hopper. On Febru- 
;ary 7, 1899, be was united In mar- 
'rlage to Myra Almeda Morey and to 
-. th ^  union W:«r«; bom  four' c'hlldren, 
■'including -tw o daughters; Evejyn, 
'.(Mrs. Harold Marsh) who paued  

away in 1924 at tha age of 22 yrs., 
^and J u lia ,‘ (Mrs. Il^eley Loso) - of 
^■VermontTllle^-.and two aqnS; Lyiuan!Hopper o f  b4n^9,N ,,J ,,-and ) Francis 

Hopjjer of ..Muskegon,.. Mich. .Beald^. 
l|t^.'Vifeh.-aa^ thraO)children. h e.fiJ  
iurvived ’ b y ’'.a- hall-brother, 'VerM 
i-'Hopper of Detroit, and a h a lf-s is te r  

;Mr?. Herbert Bush-of Howell, Mich.'"
Mr. Hopper lirpdjln 'VeTmontyJlle 

jfor the last thlrty-flve years, most 
4p( -which time he was a c t iv e ly .e p j  
[aged ,ln trade as a  carpenter, 
!^ n \b e r  o f  the' buildings and houses 
y n  ^the vlllage.'are' projects In whiclj 
■ »'<» wrought .his sk ill  and art.

He^vwaa a workman that needei 
b®. Mhamed.” ...

Pioneers Raised Money in 
IJnnsual 'Ways to Get 
Things They'Wanted

Special to The State Journal: 
VERMONTVILLE, Feb. 13 — Not 

only did early pioneers encounter un
told hardships, but funds for various 
enterprises often were raised or ob
tained in unusual ways.
. Older residents here recall how they 
have heard told the manner In which 
some of the money, which helped to 
purchase the first Sunday school li
brary In the village, was received.

Bears were the most troublesome 
creatures roaming the wilderness In 
the early days. They were exception
ally bold and often made raids upon 
pig pens. There was one particular 
bruin who-had his lair In the woods 
north of here. His depredations be
come so frequent that it was decided 
to organize a hunt for his destruction.
' The decision became final a few 

day« later when the bear prowled out 
of the woods apd came toward Henry 
J. Martin, a small boy. who was play
ing in front of the family home. A 
heighbor saw him and screamed to 
Henry’s mother, who rushed out and 
Tok the child into the house Just in 
me. A general hunt followed In 

, which the bear was killed by a bullet 
from the gun of Reuben Sanford. The 
mea( was divided among the families. 

]The skin was sold for about S7, the 
I money going toward the purchase of 
(the ..Sunday school library.

T^AKB ODESSA •Uie '^Myi;[ikto 'and  
■^otl^er towns; had^lts begliining with 

the'r coming . of - raUrond • through 
the'section. Tliat iwas In 1887. - * s ' ■ 
''F o r  many years before that, Clarks- 
tiUe, five miles northwest of the pres
ent site of Lake Odessa, was quite a 
flourishing little place. I t had. Its 
ttores. shops and other establishments.

When word came th a t a railroad 
was coming through, Humphrey R. 
Wager, an Ionia capitalist and at that 
time president of the Ionia County 
Savings bank, purchased the old Zeb 
Townsend farm of 120 acres at $60 an j 
acre. Mr. Wager and his surveyor,’! 
Francello Palmer, later named the \ 
community Lake Odessa from the | 
township and the lake bordering on 
th e  south.

-Immeditely after the Wager deal, 
there was a general exodus from 
Clarksville to Lake Odessa. Merchants 
moved their stocks to the new settle
ment and In some cases stores also 
we^e carted along. Houses sprang up, 
and It wasn’t long'before the territory 
around^ the lake .numbered a few  
hundred people. ,  ^
-C h a rle s  D. Pritchard was th6 first 
school teacher In Lake Ode.ssa, early 

'Classes being held in a small room of a 
building osed (or various purposes. 
The strustur'e later was destroyed by 
Jire. The present school edifice, con- jl 
splcuous in a town of its size, was !] 
etCCUd some years ago/ - v •
'" One of 'the most prominent families j 
luv.the history-of Lake Odessa is that j 

' ’o f; Miner. “ For many years Horace 
■ Miner rap  a generah store in Clarks-' 
VUle, Later, he conducted a dry goods 
.establishment in Lake ■ Odessa. TTien 
came, his son, Otis Miner, who oper- 
kted the store more than 65 years, re
tiring a few years ago... Horace' and 
Otis Miner were postmasters there at 
various tdnes while Otis now Is Justice' 
of the peace. Horace Miner also was 
a  leading factor In the establishment 
0/  the hotel In the early days of the 
tojvn.'.
' Toda’y, Lake Odessa, now in tts 51st 
year, has a population of approximate
ly 1,200. I t  has an enterprising main 
street, many fine residences, churches 
and various public buildings. '
'  I t  Is an especially active place In 
the summer months when vacationists 
flock to the lake for rest and recrea
tion. Many homes and cottages dot tne 
shores of one of the most popular re
torts In the section. Nearby is a large 
tabernacle where religious services are 
held a t  various Intervals throughout 
the summer. There also Is a large 
park, fronting the main street, where 
tall, shady trees make an Ideal picnic 
grove.
, Lake Odessa is on highway M-50,

, about midway between Charlotte and j 
Grand Rapids. Much traffic pa.sses | 
jhrough the town, which Is a con- 
.Wnlent stopping-off place for motor- 
,(sts traveling eastward and westward 
across Itie state. ■" ,

,k Uke Mviliiten, irbicb i-s an out-.
' growth cf Hoytvlia»,^I.*ke Odessa grew 

out of Clarksville.^ Jn fact, Mulliken 
and Lake Odessa have quite a bit In 
common. Both sprang from villages 
five miles away and each came Into 
existence In the same year and be
cause of the same reason—the coming 
of the railroad. But Lake Odessa’s 
1,200 population far exceeds the 300 In 
Mulliken.
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iij', 1868, la'fO tUwi Ohio,
(the oldest child'btv^Jane and Gideon 
D.’ Baker. When t'w^vei'yeara'ol age 
she accompanied-^ber , parents to 
Michigan and Ihey^settled la  Ches
ter township where > she lived , until 
her marriage. During'this time she 
took an active'part In'.the Chester 

'-Congregational 'church.' ' ,,y;
;,She was united in marria.ge to 

|B ^ t  Bisel of Charlotte on January 
2,' 1889, and they ..established their 
nejy home In GharlotteV later mov
ing to 'V'ermontvllle:” township where 
they have since resided and spent 

r'the rest o f ‘their 49 years of wedded 
“Me.. To this Union was born three 
.sons. Besides rearing her own, she 
mothered . granddaughter and 
grandson 'since very small .phildreh.'
' ' BIsel  had, , been an invalid  

;for „t|io bast two years, ̂ during which 
bhe -hfore her.WOt ptl Ph pal^enUy;._ Be-J 
aides her husbaUd, who so tenderly’ 
cared for her durlhg the days of 111 
health, she ..was always comforted 

{by Hhe (grandchildren, Helen , and 
' Delbert. She passed to her eternal 
home Thursday, February 3, 1938, 
at 10:00 a. m. •' " '

» Deceased Is survived by the hus- 
"band; three sons. Jay Palmer, Dan
iel Everett and Ernest Harry Bisel, J 
all of Eanslng; four grandchildren, 

-Liawrence'' Bisel (now <. deceased), 
f Helen and ’ Delbert . Blael.  ̂ of '‘Ver- 
' montville. aind Jans'J^lsel'of Lans
in g ;’one sister,. Mrs. Mu-rtha Ckiod-, 
rich of;;Benton; one brother, QeorgA 
Baker on Cheste?,^, several nieces 

.and nephewS.j.J'bPfides a./-'host of 
yJtiaads ,  whOp.,iritt.i^atiga^Aohi heri
, memory dear. •. I

Funeral servi^vw ere &rtd at the
^Pray funeral ';bojne ^n Charlotte,!
' Sunday;, February^ ,6th, at 2 o’clock j 
'with thp Rev^ James R,. Stein of the 
VermontvlUe Congregational church! 
officlatfng.' Int^rmen't'':'was made In 
the Mlllerburg ramptery. / -,!,■'!' J

V 'SH N D A Y ,, JJOVEMBEB 14 '
'I — ,
; ( Jackson Cltlzen-(Patrlpt)

Edwin. P!. Moore, passed away at 
his home.i 103.: N. Wlsner, Sunday 
noon, Plovember 14, 1937;'. aged 73i' 
years. Survived by his wife. Myrtle;, 
five , children, ■W'arren_B., Mt. Ver- 

[■noni'lll.; Mro.> Agnes Wells, Mem
phis,. .Tenttt;' Noll W l,, ConnellsirfUe, 
Pa;, and’ Donald of'"Jackson and 
Marion, Toledo, Chlo.. Ho was a 
member •- -of-' the' Brotherhood of 
Railroad Trainmen., 'The body was 
removed to..,., the Knlckerbocker- 
Bates funeral home where services 
were held Wednesday at 4 o’clock. 
Interment at Woodland . cemetery, 
Jackson;. ■ _


