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G fe b rg e S w ift drove the car, „ a 
0VToIeir(;Sedan, ^Friday n igh t th'al 

t^ m p e d ^ -e n o th e r  car onto the South' 
s tree t crossing in the track  ot 

fa s t 'p a sse n g e r tra in  th a t sent fiva^ 
.Iversons to the ir deaths and wreck- 
•ed tile train .

f  'Those kilied in the crash wreck 
efotv Gail McCiintock, 38, farm er, 
t^Jving near Cariisie; h is  wife, Marie,

, * 35, th e  m other of seven children 
j resu lting  from  th ree  m arriages; 

Floyd (Polly) Cook, 45. p roprietor 
>,of a reso rt a t kacey Lake; and his 
5,wife, Mrs. iFloyd Cook, 40; and 
'F rkn 'cis -M cCusker, 35, of Detnoit 
',who was riding on the tra in . .* y 
1 This ^most tragic accident in the 

■ an n a ls  . of V erm ontvillle history 
^nappened about 8 ; 30 o’clock Friday 
Jnight w ithin the sound of the festlv- 
‘ities of the F ield day and homecom- 
ying  celeibration. Bx-Qovernor Wil- 
fber Jd. B rucker was addressing the 
jcrowd in the in te rest of the Repubr 
llcan candidate for the Governor- 

jship of Michigan, F ran k  D Fitz- 
igerald, a t the time. ,
V.'''-^^'’̂ * 'Train Leaves R alls »

; The ' McCllntocks and the Co^oks, 
T id in g  in one car, stopped a t the 
railroad  crossing as the w arning |j 
’signal began to flash. Swift, in his 

r ,,c a m e  up behind, failed to stop 
d- bumped the car containing the 

ttou r o ther persons onto the tracks, 
| j u s t 'a s  a fast Michigan Central 
.passenger train  reached the cross­
ing.'
1 ■ .STter h ittin g  the'Sutomobile", kill* 
jlng all four occupants alm ost in- 
's tan tly  the train  left its rails, the 
locomotive and tender upsetting in 
’a d itch and killing an unidentified,| 
tran sien t who was rid ing on the 

jV ater tank.
ŷ  'W ith  . Swift in his car were Cecil 
.R oo t, 18, and Alien iJum m el, 18.

. H undreds of persons le ft the 
j thronged streets of town and rushed 
( 'to  the scene of the accident.

Before the W ard am bulance ar- 
lijrived there was a- s tring  of approxi- 
i m ately tw enty cars already a t the 
' crossing looking over the wreck 
■' and viewing the m arred  bodies of 
1,.. th e  four occupants of the car. Who 
 ̂ the' first person was to arrive a t the 

scene is not known as so many came 
V im m ediately afterw ard . Nearby res- 
< Idents heard the shrill w histle of 
t the steam  escapng from  the engine 
r  and one man, Mr. George Springett, 
W'Vlewed the tra in  from  an upstairs 
t window of his home as it s ta rted  to

r  Appariently^’̂ ic e r s  said, a piece, *0/
^ o fA A l*  ♦’n r t r n  Q f  rvTTi rt'V iil A .' K « _

and .w hen the locomotive passed 
over a "fro g ” switch about 300 yds. 
,west of the grossing the fragm ent 
caught between the rails, tw isting 
the rail  ̂loose from the tie. The lo­
comotive jum ped the rails and be- 

^ gan to rock back and forth.
■ ‘T h e  fireman and I wanted to 
jum p to safety but we couldn’t tell 
which way the engine would tip so 
We clung to the cab and w aited," 
Howland said. He and the fireman, 
Floyd Dennis, stayed in the cab as 
the  engine plunged down a 10-foot 
em bankm ent.

The locomotive nosed over, pull­
ing the te n d e r 'w ith  it. but leaving 
the baggage car and th ree rem ain­
ing coaph^s w ith their 17 passen­
gers uprigh t although derailed.

, '  Two Otliers Escape 
' Riding on the tender were three 

transien ts, including the man who 
was killed, H arry  Powers, 45, for­
m erly of H astings, and Tom Myers, 
21. of Hastings.

Francis McCusker, 35, of D etroit 
was caught across the body by the 
ten d er and crushed into the side of 
the bank. The o th e rs . were thrown 
clear. No relatives of McCusker 
were_ located, sn bis hnHv w i n ---- ■-

bly be sent to the University of 
Michigan.

Powers, regaining his senses, saw 
the engineer and the fireman crawl­
ing out of the cab th rough a n a r­
row opening left in the damaged 
locomotive, rfis fellow traveler on 
the tender was groaning and Pow- 
„ers made a vain attem pt to release 
him. In the effort he found th a t 
one of the m an’s legs was torn  loose 
from  his body. ,

E ngineer Howland, bleeding from 
a cut On his head, was assisted to

5 steel' fro m '.jh e ' autpmo'bile-’'h a d  be-L  '^ f t i u ^ ^ y ^ J iA P p e n e ^ y f ^
 ̂.come lodged 111 th e  locomotive pilot,T^^ hom e-com ^nfj.'assuraed ,'ttie
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,sway and finally crashed into the 
Hch.

a n 't^ sk , of ■ npttfylng '/ th'e.’ M cdllntock 
1 chjhlren of the , tragedy. ’’ '
P  ‘ Jfess ' T i i t f i^ ' a 'neighb 'or,'"dfoV /'tor 
jUI fbe McCiintock home and found 
L most of th e 's e v e n  c h ild ren , sitting  
r  : up w aiting for th e ir  parenCs to 
i|o;come home. The in fan t was home 
[ . and safely asleerp. T u ttle  called in 
P  neighbors who took charge of the 

stricken children.
Each M arried Twice 

Both McCiintock and his wife had 
been m arried  once before, the ir first 
m arriage being term inated  by 

I death. McCiintock had had two 
children by his first m arriage and 

3: Mrs. McCiintock also had had ' two 
. children by her first m arriage. From 

' the ir own union th ree  m ore chil- 
lo i dren had resulted. Adam H ettm an- 

sperger, who operated H ettm an’s 
cafe in C harlo tte , was Mrs. McCUn- 
tock’s first husband. ■'*' > ',• q a

The Cooks had been Hying a t 'th e   ̂ GI03 
home of Lute Rolfe, only a quarter 

U1 mile away from the McCiintock 
' farm , since a week ago when fire 

III detroyed the ir own residence. B o th t 
fam ilies were widely known in 

’ C harlo tte vicinity, Mr. Cook having 
j  ' operated the boat livery and g ro - ;
Ixa; eery a t Lacey lake near Carlisle.

Verm ontville, soon afte r the dou- 
bie<accident, was the point of con-l
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q iB a jqvergence for s ta te  police and Eaton/

County sheriff’s officers and news- ’ 
paper men. H undreds walked downg^^ar ■g 
the tracks to play flashlghts on the 
overturned locomotive and to ex-j^^ U33q 
mine ■ the tracks and the  dead nian[no3xiVT- 

■jQ pinned against the bank. The w aitin g  ' "*■ 
room of the depot was crowdedf^ spBUI 

U with curiosity  seekers who hadb^ u o JI

m gathered and was a hum of volce^
as one endeavored to . explain to th e "  P ^ V  

TUI o ther how it all happened. SwUtjuj-

the railroad sta tion  by the fireman,
and Powers x^ere being interrogaU

lOII g q

while the passengers and the rest 
of the train  crew left the coaches 
to see what had happened. None 
of the passengers received Injury, 
W arned by the prem onitory sway

until the train  halted
Body F inally  IV^leused 

The bodies of the victims, with 
the exception of the tran sien t who 
could not" be released, taken 
to the W ard undertak ing  parlors 
were those of Mr. and Mrs. Cook 
while the holies of Mr. and Mrs. Mc­
Ciintock were removed to the P ray 
funeral home, C harlotte. During the 
n ight, afte r a w recker had arrived 
from  Jackson, the tran s ien t’s body 
was released and taken  to the Chen­
ey m s f t i i a n ^ n  Charlotte^ _ ,____

ed upon our arrival in the office <Jf̂  33UB
P  je th e  ticket agent by UndersberiffgpyQj^g 

-Milton Krleg, Coroner A lbert Chen- ^
/  ey and Prosecutor John W right, i) 3A'Bq 
{UO Swift,,told his qustibners, ‘‘I saw .g j^ ,,g „

the signal ligh t flashing as I drove! ^
ing, they had clung to the ir se a te p u i S ^ tijg crossing," Sw ift said, "andjlS

r  put on the brakes. I m ust have 
been going about 10 miles an hour 
when I crashed into McClintock’s i 
car which I did no t see until a fte r   ̂
the crackvrp. I t had no ta il light. 
His car was shoved out onto the 
tracks where the tra in  h it i t .’’

Swift had no driver's license. 
The two boys w ith him told sim ilar 
stories.

Powers, a form er railroad sw itch­
man, said he had changed places 
on the coal tender only a few mo­
m ents before the accident. He said 

N (C ontinued on la st page)


