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I 'The group of men shown ln'_^hla 
plctur^' ore workihg representative, ot 
two north side b ^ h v ^  {inns, bot{: of 
which, are o v e r\ ^ ..'years > o l i  i '^ e  

I group represents three 'gehenktt |ns. 
T*' ■ two old business organizations^ are 
J Affeldt and Sons, meat Juid food 
dealers, at 3Q3 and 305 East Grand 
JEUver avenue, and the Dunham Hard
ware and Implement company, 1S16 
and 1218 Turner street, t 

John Affeldt, sr., seated on the/left 
in the front row of the group, began 
wholesaling meat in North Lansing in 
1881: Beside him Is Paul E. Dunham, 
who started in business lor himself In 
1882. Both men began Independently 

I but later formed partnerships. Stand
ing at the rear of Mr. Affeldt smd. Mr. 
Dunham, from left to right, i are 
Charles Affeldt, J. Ellsworth Affeldt, 
John Affeldt, Jr., E. Clare Dunham, 
and Brayton L. Dunham. E. C. Dim- 
ham Is a son of the elder Dunham 
and Brayton L. Dunham, is the grand
e r  of E. C. Dunham. Charles and 
v'fim Affeldt are sons of the elder 
i,neldt, while J. Ellsworth Is a eon of 
John Affeldt,' jr., and grandson of 
, t ie  founder of John Affeldt and Sons.

^The Dunham Hardware and Imple

ment company and John Affeldt and 
Sons are among the oldest retailing 
organizations in Lansing.

Brothers Form Partnership
Mr. Affeldt, who began wholesaling 

meat In a small way in 1881, in 1885 
former a partnership with his brother, 
the late Fred Affeldt, and the two 
brothers bought the Charles Hacker 
market at 307 East Grand River ave
nue. It was Franklin avenue then. In 
1890 the firm bought property at 303 
East Grand River avenue and later 
built a new market home on the site. 
Later the concern purchased a lot at 
305, built there, and consolidated a 
meat and grocery business In the 
larger space.

In 1912 Fred Affeldt sold his Inter
est in the business and his brother. 
John, took his sons Into the firm. 
Froni that date this old business has 
been operated as John Affeldt and 
Sons. John Affeldt, Jr., came Into the 
firm In 1912- As part owner, Charles 
Affeldt Joined actively In the business 
In 1925. John Ellsworth Affeldt, son of 
John Affeldt, Jr., Joined the old firm 
alter his graduation In February from 
Central high this year.

John, Affeldt, sr., although In his' 
88th year, 1s on the Job every day and

while not so active as . In his younger 
years, greets old time customers and 
waits on many of them personally.

Other Founder Still on Job
In the Dunham organization Paul E. 

Dunham, founder of ' the Dunham 
Hardware and Implement company, is 
also at the store on Turner street each 
day. Of late years, howeyer, ho has 
given more of his attention to his 
group of farms north of the city. Mr. 
Dunham started out as a tinner In a 
small building located on East Grand 
River avenue where the old Auto Body 
offices now stand. Later, however, he 
opened a hardware business on Turner 
street and has never moved his busl' 
ness from this street. E. C. Dunham, 
the son, came into the firm 33 years 
ago. The grandson, after a course In 
a Chicago art school, returned to Lan 
sing to take up the business of his 
grandfather and father.

It  Is believed that there are not 
many firms doing business In Michigan 
In which three generations are still 
actively engaged in their direction and 
activities. The number of retail or
ganizations that are over, a half cen
tury old are also limited. So the pic
ture Is unusual In the annals of the 
mercantile business of Lansing.
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