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LANSING— —The Most Rev. Joseph H. Albers, bisiwp 
since 1937 of the 220,000-raember Roman Catholic D io c ^  
of Lansing, died Wednesday in a Lansing ho.spital 
was 74.

The diocese takes in 15 coun­
ties in southwestern Michigan.
Bishop Albers became Its spir­
itual leader when it was estab­
lished May 22, 1937, by the late 
Pope Pius XI.

The Bishop had been hospi­
talized since July 10. Because 
of failing health, he had asked 
in October, 1964, to be re­
lieved of tlie administration 
of the diocese.
The Most Rev. Alexander M. 

laleski, auxiliary bishop of the 
.rchdiocese of Detroit, was ap- 
ilnted apostolic administrator
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20th day of M ay: Provided, T1 
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and coadjutor bishop with Im. 
mediate right of succession to 
Bishop Albers

Bishop Zaleskl is in Rome with 
the Vatican Coimcil.

« • *
AT THE TIME o f his conse­

cration as bishop in 1929, Bishop 
Albers, then 38, was one of the 
youngest members of the hier­
archy in the United States.

Bishop Albers’ leadership of 
the diocese was marked by an 
increase In the Catholic popula­
tion of more than 150 percent.
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and the Matrimonial Tribunal.
He marked the 25th anni­

versary of his consecration as 
bishop in 1954 and on Aug. 21 
of that year was honored by 
being appointed assistant at 
the pontifical throne.
A native of Cincinnati, the 

bishop studied at the prepara-j 
tory seminary St. Gregory, St.! 
Francis Preparatory Coliege and 
Moimt St. Mary, Cincinnati. j 

He served as a chaplain forh 
the Armed Forces in World War ' 
I, was wounded three times and 
received the Silver Star for 
bravery and valor.

Returning to Cincinnati, he 
was named secretary to the 
archbishop and assistant chan-; 
cellor of the archdiocese. H . ha^i
become chancellor 
move to Lansng.
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