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Clarence W. Neff, 87, auto 
pioneer and philanthropist died 
Wednesday at his rural Grand 
Ledge home. Neff, who used a 
fifth-grade education and deter­
mination to compile a Henry 
Ford success story, gave $150,000 
to build the Grand Ledge Clar­
ence W. N eff elementary school 
and gave $50,000 for construction 
of the Christian Science Church, 
Grand Ledge. He retired in 1943; 
after 39 years in the automotive 
industry where he moved from 
machinist to several executive 
positions with the General Motors 
Corporation. He resided on his 
515-acre farm, R. 1, Grand Ledge, 
since his retirement. His wife, 
Clara, died in; 1957. He is surviv­
ed by a brother, Frank, of N ew  
York. Services were held at the 
Peters-Murray Funeral Home, 11| 
Grand Ledge, 2 p.m., Friday. Ma 
sonic graveside services wereW  
held at the Oakwood cemetery.rC 
Grand Ledge.
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