
Vincent Spaniolo 
Dies in Lansing

D eath claim ed V incent S pan 
iolo, 82-year-old retired  m erchant 
and or\e of C harlo tte’s o ldest 
businessmen. He died Saturday 
in St. Law rence hospital afte r a 
a long illness.
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Mr. Spaniolo, a M ain S treet 
gra figure since 1896, came to Char- 
■''' M lotte from  W abash, Ind., a short 
L ar tim e afte r em igrating  to the 

.United S tates from  southern  Italy.
A wholesale and re ta il fru it 

m erchan t to r m ore than  five 
decades in Lansing and Char- 
lotte, he delivered fru it by horse 
and w agon before the advent of 

ed ‘ m otor trucks.
In those days C harlo tte’s Main 

s tree t was a typical corduroy 
w ith  w ooden sidewalks. Those 
w ere the days w hen Lam b & 
Spencer and W arren S haull’s gro
cery stores did m uch of the re 
tail g ro c e r /  business.

Com ing to th is country  to 
avoid European ty ranny , Mr. 
Spaniolo re tu rn ed  to Italy  in. 1897 
to bring  his w ife and firs t son, 
John, here to these shores. S hort
ly afte r coming here, he took 
steps to take out his citizenship 
papers.
‘ The la te  C ongressm an J. M. C. 
S m ith  assisted h im  in getting- his 
citizenship papers. E rnest G. 
P ray, w ho w as-coun ty  clerk, r e 
m em bers w b ^  Mr. Spaniolo re 
ceived citizenship. _ ____-------
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wy.ii>e of tl\e o ld -tim ers who 
were b u sIn cssfen '''‘'at'''‘tHcr’'’tQrn 
of the cen tury  w ere the late 
F rank  Beard, M yer Vomberg, A. 
A. H oughtaling, F ran k  M cElwain, 
W arren Shaull and H arp Krebs.

The Spaniolo store was firs t lo
cated in the building ow ned by 
M yrta W arren’s parents. L ater 
he m oved nex t door to a building 
of Bill H eilw ay’s.

By d int of hard  w ork and ec
onomy, Mr. and Mrs. Spaniolo, 
like m any of th a t hardy  stock of 
Europeans, reared  a large fam ily 
of children  who have become a ! 
credit to th e ir  fam ily and com 
m unity.

Proud of his citizenship, he in 
stilled in his children  the im 
portance of voting and taking 
p art in civic responsibilities. 
Three of his sons served in World 
W ar II.

He was born Feb. 26, 1871, in 
St. Ippolito, Italy , and spent 
some time in Africa and South 
A m erica before he chose the 
United Slates as his adopted 
country.

Mr. Spaniolo had the d istinc
tion of, buying the firs t Reo 
Speed-W agon in this p a rt of the 
sta te a t  a tim e w hen m any w ere 
s till rid iculing  the autom obile 
and truck. He enlarged his base 
of wholesale operations and open
ed up in Lansing, becom ing one 
of the pioneer fru it m erchants in 
cen tral Michigan.

He and his fam ily m oved to 
Lansing in 1922 and re tu rn ed  to 
C harlo tte in 1932, w hen he re tired  
from  the wholesale business. His 
sons continued the business here.

Mr. and Mrs. Spaniolo w ere 
m arried  57 years. S urvivors in 
clude the widow, Theresa, of 123 
East Shaw street; seven sons, 
John  and M ichael of Lansing, 
Charles and P ete r of C harlotte, 
Robert of Muskegon and Jam es 
and Victor of Cassopolis, co -pub 
lishers of the Cassopolis V igilant; 
two daughters, Mrs. Charles 
Spaniolo and Miss Virginia Span- 
jiolo, both of Muskegon.
I F uneral services w ere held 
M onday a t St. M ary Catholic 
church. Rev. Fr. M ichael Mleko 

(i| officiated. B uria l was in  M aple 
Hill cem etery. A Rosary was r e 
cited Sunday nigh t a t P ray  fu n 
eral home.
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