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Js.e Oiiesi^Pesident
Marka 99th Birthday

(Special to The Stale Journal)
• LAKE ODESSA, June 17 — John 

M. Bower, oldest resident oi Lake 
Odessa, celebrated his 99th birth
day very quietly at his home Thurs
day, June 16.

Born in Thamesville, Ontario, 
Canada, the only hying child of the 
family of six children of Henry and 
Anna McDonald Bower.

Grandpa Bower, as he is familiar
ly known, has a very keen and 
ftlert mind and a wonderful mem
ory and still recites poems learned 
us a boy and also has composed 
several. He has always been very 
active, walking to town or visiting 
friends and relatives every day un
til an illness several months ago 
from whicjj he has never fully re 
covered. His hobbies are reading 
and his flowers and vegetable gar- 

/den and he had always taken care 
of it until this year.

Mr. Bower was converted when a 
young man at the West Odessa 
church and later transferred his 
membership to the United Brethren 
church in Lake Odessa and was a 
trustee of the c h u r c h  for many 
years after it was built about 1895. 
He has always been an active and 
devoted church worker since a small 
boy and tells he was secretary at 
the Tamarac church when about 17 
years old. He also tells an inter
esting story of his forefathers, how 
his grandfather, Samuel Bower, re
ceived a medal in the Revolutionary 
war which is still in the family.

Mr. B o w e r  also remembers his 
parents telling of coming by boat on 
the river to Detroit and by team 
of horses to Ypsilanti when he was 
only four years old. They later 
move'' to Woodland township and 
whe' i young man moved to what 
is no known as the Bower home 
stead :our miles northwest of town 
and h/ed in a log cabin until the 
present frame house wds built. He 
moved to the village about 1920.

He has seen the community gi'ow,. 
farmland cleared, the town moved r  
from Bonanza Corners, one h a lf -  
mile north, to the present location 
when the railroad was built about' 
1387.

Mr. Bower’s first wife (Rachel 
Lepard Bower) died in October, 1932, 
and his second wife, Cora Monks 
Bower, died about a year ago; also 
a son. Merton, died four years ago.. 
His other children are Mrs. J. J.”

' Griebel, Mrs. George Barker and 
Mrs. ArviUa Murty of Lake Odessa, 
the latter is residing with him for 
the present, and a son, Tello, of 
Big Rapids, with whom he spent 
the winter: 16 grandchildren, 25 
great and 4 great-great-grandchil
dren.

. I Mrsl Belle' i^aM/idns |
■| Mrs.  Belle Ha wki ns ,  S3 ye ar s  old, I 

of .'{27 I ' l-aiiie s t reet ,  died S a t u r d a y
leve l l i ng  tu  1 layes-Creen-l iear l i  hos

pi tal  lollowiii}; a n i l lness of several  
- 1 months .  She  was i)orn Maridi 11. 

l .M| l t i6l i .  in W a l t o n  townshi i ) ,  the  
! da i i eh te r  of Dtivid a nd  Hlizahelh 
i Clans,  a nd  has  resided in th is  rimi- 

i nnn l i y  hei'  e n t i r e  l i lel i iue.  Bhe 
I was llui widow of Har vey  Hawkins ,
I wh o  i l ied in Hkil). S h e  w a s  a  mem-  
: l)er of  t lm Kreo M e t h o d i s t  c h n r e h ,  

r i n r v i v i m;  a r o  t wo  s t e p so n s ,  Kay 
H a w k i n s  ol Ver t no t i t v i l l e ,  t h e  w i d e 
ly |■,.;||| K 'I' . ■II . , - sponi tont  f rom
l l ia t  i l i s l r i e t ,  a n d  H e c t o r  H a w k i n s  
i)f i .ansini ; ' .  a n d  a f o s t e r  son .  . lol iu 
. t iyer s  of t t h a r i o t l e .

i- 'ni ierai  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  i ield Tnes -  
(hty a l t e r n o o n  at t wo  o ciock a t  t i ie 
i ' r a y  f n n c r a i  inimc.  i lcv.  .V. i). Me- 
i . ac i i i an  o f l i c i a i i n i ; .  a s s i s l e i i  iiy 
Hev .  A .  H o f f m a n ,  l i i t r i a l  w;is iti 
i i o swor t i i  c e m e t e r y ,  W a i t o n  towti-  
siiili.

G eorge W. B oyles
Ceor .ee W, i ’.oyies .  Ti) ye i i r s  olti. 

of  C a r m e l  t ownsn i ] ) .  d i e d  M o n d a y  
a t  t i le M e y e r  c o n v a l e s c e n t  h o m e  
he re .  He  w a s  i ioru Se i i tmni i e r  Ja. 
IStiii. t h e  son  of l l i c l mr d  a n d  .Mary 
Hoyles ,  in C a r m e l  t own s l i i p .  w h e r e  
lie spe t i f  li is e t i t i r e  life,  lieiti.i; a  r e 
t i r e d  f a r m e r .  Snrviv i t i . e  a r e  tw'o 
sons ,  Al l i e r t  of C a r m e l  l e w n s l i i p  
a m i  I r v i n  of  . Mi lwaukee,  Wis. ,  a 
d a n a l i l e r .  Mrs .  .Marie t iook of Clies- 
t e r  t o w n s h i p ,  at id a l i r o t he r ,  . lolin 
Bo y l es  of T o n k a w a .  Oli la.  l ' ' nnera l  
s e r v i c e s  w e r e  lield 'I’l i n r s d a y  a f t e r 
noo n  a t  t w o  o ' c lock a t  t i le I ’r a y  fitn- 
e r a l  l iome.  Rev .  I'’. .1, V a n D y k  oi f ic i -  
atiti.u. l i p r i a l  w a s  in . Mi l l er lmrg 
e,( m e t e r y .  C a r m e l  lowmsli i i) .
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OÔ JC'C

Funeral S e t  Monday
I'or Vermontville Man

J (Special to The State Journal)
VERMONTVILLE, Sept. 10—Fu

neral services for John McDonald, 
70, of Vermontville will be held 
Monday afternoon at 2 o’clock from 
the Ward funeral home. Rev. D. A, 
Rood of Vermontville will officiate. 

I Burial will be in Woodlawn ceme
tery at Vermontville.

Mr. McDonald died at the home of 
his son, Clifton McDonald of R. 1, 
Vermontville, Friday morning fol
lowing a lingering illness. He had 
been a resident of this town for 30 
years. In addition to the son, he 
is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Eve
lyn Kauons of Lansing: two sisters, 
Mrs. Margaret Jackson of Detroit 
and Mrs. Sarah Burtch of Ionia, and 
four grandchildren.
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