Famed Negro Baseball Flgure of Grand Raplds Dleg

(By Roscoe D. Bennett.)
Jess Elster, for almost a half cen-
? ury . the best known baseball fig-
ure.in Grand Rapids and western
N c}ugan. is dead.
1ky Negro manager of the
ored  Athletics passed unex-
pectedly at his home at 43 Lexing- |
.ton-av SW, Sunday evening. He!: i
had. been: suffering from a heart

lment for more than a year., He
68 years qld.

Jess was an institution in Grand
»Rapids, His Colored Athletics
were~ known in virtually every
hamlet ‘and village in this section
of ‘the state. He was widely re-
spected both as a competitor, base- | §
‘ball”:iplayer and a showman. |§
Through his efforts with his be-
loved- Athletics, his patience and
his:'ability to accept defeat along|§
with victory, Elster and his team
\were always welcome competitors. s el

Ha has been the honor guest at JESS ELSTER.

#Jess Elster days” in scores of Com- L"Jess™ steadiness and persisience
munities’ and he always accepted' were reflected in other ways than
the homage pald him with dlgnity..basebau. For example, Jess was|. - Santa e
‘%‘ ’\., ;... Started in 1905, it

‘It was back in 1905 that Jess — : :

Elster became assoclated with base- Rever unemployed. Down in Ster-

ball in a big way in Grand Rapids. ling Ky, where he was born and ‘
‘At that the the famous Ceresotas, raised when 18 years old ‘Jess was Rve

Jprobably the strongest independent o= working for the Werneke Co, """ “pjiding

team here, played a group of non-| mmanufacturers of bookcases. The

'uniformed Negro players and they n, Werneke company in 1904 became oy D Bronx

were drubbed 46 to to 6. In the *prafiiliated with the Macey Co. of ateick, 'u  Bronx

nileup on this occasion was Elster, b . Grand Rapids and moved here and |ard, R..Tarrytown

wit Jr., R.....Garrison
{22-year-old stripling, a new- le;with it came Elster. He was then \\"in‘ TS

COmer to Grand Rapids. He played [\22 cabinet maker. He has always "5 ™ ""jjuny
Just:fair baseball that day at first|;, 0€en associated with the Macey mus, Ik,

ﬂrm W Hoosick Falls
base but, a zealot always, Jess de- -y ith the exception of the one v R. VSchc“&Cmd.\_

gided that something could be done d]year he was on a farm i 1925, 'y %j 7" potsdam

lued.

Reno

.. Wakefield
Temple

kor, Ro. 000 .s Passaic
nney, D.
i ’ Cliftside Park
ey, Jr., R... . Kearny
cchia, R.....Newark
Lehlbach, k. Newark
on, D... Jersey City
rt, D. Jersey City

-

2

N LD EIX LI

. . When he returned from that vene :jn R. . Oswego
g :;st\}x‘rngg ﬁztxfg'geg?‘?png’;ttizaggf wture he went back to work again . . WAL
§ ‘lored;Athletics. The first thing he |y 24 his figure in tre cab of Macey .. ii. syracuse
! did was to visit W. B. Jarvis' sports S trucks running about the city has | Auburn
§ fgood,s stores and arrange to buy) vi been familiar to thousands. l{r\-“l)' 1(1,(1»{11(();'
é _‘J ‘ Persistence Paid Off. sworth, Jr., R.

2 set,of uniforms which he paid for | The history of the Colored Athe b
a 'dut:of his own pocket, Then he!letics and their manager has al- :L D... Williamsville
! set about to build a list of games|ways been honorable no matter 1. D.. .... )"ll‘lfi‘!f}
i anda stronger team. His efforts|how rough the going might have ' K. ... .. Dunkirk

were' not successful at first but he|been. There were times when the
' persisted until the Athletics were|Athletics were the top baseball at-
able:to-hold their own with any of | traction in Grand Rapids, luring ) )
them .and . tradition has persisted |thousands to old Ramona park . 12~ Lavetteviic
wgugh ‘the years, weekly and they were profitable ,on . =
A’ Steady Workman.. %tllsttef'vextlraigitphesewlum days ”:ie nklo e A
,\ ion as preserved, ' DTS O G
With ‘the exception of one year, There were times also when the " - Asheville
When i%ses turréecihtor;lmlzr, h‘t’ iigs fortunes of his team were not so
_,i Heeno:ercax: & iﬁ?co%ra ef 'good and very few-watched them
G S liel inte & 4 [Play but it made no difference, he
?mmﬁ'*m clous interference -and i rrieq op just the same, .
,thfl fle:e m:é‘?;ﬁgjf:i“‘g“ ~could A itt1e ‘more than a year ago, at
ﬂmg;y : "quu't"'J “Athletics. the icloseof the' 1949, season, . Jess
ot dy ‘was etrlcken with'a heart.ailment, :
sicxan%toldmlm ML




