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>Ray Anderson ot Vermontville- 
Detroit has gone to Florida to 
append the winter.‘ Mrs. Fula Barber 
of Vermontville-Olivet accompanied 
him and is visiting the Gidding.s 
family who are located ai Lake 
^Vales tor the winter.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Todd and 
Richard were in Lansing Monday. 
They called on Russell Todd iu the 
Ingham County Sanatorium. He has, 
gained seven pounds since entering 
the hospitai tw'o months ago and 
shows a fine improvement.

■ OLIVET .VI THOR CREATES 
' '.M.VUE TWAIN' CllARArTKR.s

I ■' By Ethelyn Sexton r .)
; Olivet, Dec. 5 :- To every reader 
j of boys' books the name of Mark 
1 Twain su.ggests Hack Finn and 
I Tom Sawyer. Slats and Deak are 
I the names of the boyhood pals who 
live in the stories of LuRoy W. 
Sneil, Michigan author who was 

iborn in 'Vermontville, now a resi- 
deru of -Olivet.

“ V/hen I createci Slats and 
Deak.” lie lays, "I liad in mind my 
cousin, Dai'a Snell, and myself. He 

jived in Knlamo just a few miles 
I away and 1 lived in Vermontville. 
i We used to have great times to- 
! gether.”
I “ Dana” is Dr. D. M. Snell, Lan- 
Ising physician, and LcRoy W. has 
j traveled far from the old home 
' town since the days when the two 
I gathered maplesap, fished in the 
Thornapple river and raced to the 

j old swimmin’ hole. But through 
i the years lioys have been his hobby, 
now one in particular, his son, 
Charles, in Olivet high school—al
though one gathers, too. Dial ilie. 
two daughters are just about all 
right and with thoir brother are 
their father's best companions, j Mr. Snell graduated from Albion 

' college, then majored in art at 
Eastern college, Virginia. Later he 

‘ became art director tor the Amer
ican Boy, Detroit magazine which 
now includes the Youth's Compan
ion. From art director he became 
assistant editor of the magazine 

I and meantime juvenile publications 
i througliout the United States wore 
■ getting acquainted with Deak and 
! Slats who with other boy characl- 

ii;qd,-gaod—iLmes in small towns 
; patterned after the author's boy
hood home.

I The other locale of the Snell 
stories is for the most part in 

i northwest Canada. "Wolf-cry” , one 
K»f~-Jiis best known books tells the 
story of Indians, Esquimos, the 
mounted police and when the au
thor draws a word picture of a 
stalwart mountie, a pack of husk- 
103"“ or a lone white man in the 
frozen spaces of the north it does

not lack in vividness; ior he has 
travelled there extensively, He has 
heard the dialect of the Chippewa 
and Croc Indians, h:is sailed the 
pine-fringed rivers of the region, 
visited ihe isolated settlements 

I vvlier(-‘ trappers and traders are the 
I 'only white residents,
I j In Detroit his vocation as writer 

, of l)oys' slories made Scout work 
jail excellent by-product; and the 
j.Sii(dl clianicti'rs have taken to 
. tlieniselves Boy Seoul attributes,
' enjoyed Seoiif activities.  Now in 

Ills roomy Olivet liome pui'cliased 
' l.ist summer,  in a simly overiook- 

ii!,g a i.riKiil lawn gracious  to the 
, eye ill winter or sumiiKM'lie is writ- 

ing ai ioll ier bool; ior \oiii ig folk. 
.'Ml adult  book as well is included 
ill his wri t ing plans. Wliilo young 
people's .Stories coiisLiuue the ina- 

, j or  pan, of his work he wri tes oc- 
I casioiiall;, '  adventure  tales for (jol

l iers and for the ' 'pulps. ' '
Ill recreation,  fencing is his f av

orite sport. .V former member  of 
the I oil rna nil'll I fc'iicni.L; team of Ihe 

C n d i l l a c  .Alhletic chib, Detroit,  he 
: i.as bei'ii n c e n i L  niga.gcd as fenc

ing ins l rucior  al  Ui ivci ;  for liis i skil l  wUli the foils is only (ifiual- 
i led liy Ills faci lUy in words se l l ing 
j forth adventures  which appeal  to 
ivoungstei ' s  ot every generation.
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