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Experiences 
its First Serious Rail- 

^ way Wreck.
Trains Come Together With Trem endous 

Force Though Fortunately No y  
“ ■ - Lives Were Lost. ;

rC^?' ■■ :e. • -- • . T.lZf

depot shortly after one o’clock Friday 
afternoon, resultinff in the worst ra il
road wreck that V’ermontville has ever 
seen. The village was immediately 
thrown into a fever of intense excite
ment and almost the entire population 
hurried to the scene of the accident.

Fortunately, no lives were lost, 
though the engineer and fireman of 
the incoming freight were severely in
jured and had narrow escapes from 
death. Had a passenger train been 

■StUndinyr at Ihe'depot in place of the 
airtight the loss of life'would have 
^ p a llin g  , as the local freight

anh five tar^'-jf'"
’'^■^jtoia^rokeSariaio /.f ioif tw is ted ^ ^ '

Court«s> of Grtnd Rapids Haraid

.laud giving the extra freight, the Tight- 
:‘of way. When the approach 
latter train was noticed an -effort^j^S 
made to run out with the_Iocal hh 
was imiK>ssible to do so owing t^  
terrific rate of speed at which thcM 

The engineer-.^tra in  w as going. ---------„ ------ -
a fran tic  effort to stop his tra i^ ?p ™  
seeing that a colli.sion w as iu eyita^ ^  
he and the fireman jumped fo r ;?h^t‘, 
lives. Engineer M iller n arro w ly  ĵCS-'-1■ ,  - ■ ■ ' •■-T
caped instant death, lan din g b e lw e ra   ̂
the ra ils  aud receiving fr ig h tfu l'-in -ji 
ju r ie s  about the head and face '̂j-^He |j|

11  w a s  p icked up b y  b y s ta n d e r s  and:^«l',-^’ 
j j r i e d  to a  w a j '-c a r ,  w h ere  Dr^'^^)k-J 
I i L a u g h l i n  w a s  hurriedI3’ su m m on ed..  

T h e  doctor dressed  his in ju r ie s  Snd.-he 
re tu rn e d  to his home in J a c k s o n  onTfre 
e v e n in g  tr a in ,  b e in g  later remove'd^^^' 
ho.spilal.  F ire m a n  Kus.sell receiveS^^ 
s l ig l i l  s l i . ik in g  up, and beyond_^a 
sc ra tc l i  or two on his fo re h ea d  waSjhot 
in jured to any g r e a t  extent. --- ^ -----------------  /

The two trains came togettier/wi.thm 
tremendous crasli and -in lessVtiSfe

Tlie exact cause of the accident is at 
present unknown though officials of 
the road are investigating the circum
stances in an effort to place the blame I I, 7Lthan it takes to tell It engiive rand.,cars 

The regular local freight, which isE , a- . ,, , , r ,„to the air aud-reduceddue here daily at 10-45 was spvarai = . , . , .a
5 to a useless pile of twisted .irOlv^TO

hours late and did not reach here until = , - , -m '  - v1.10 -ni- . ■ , - kindling wood. 1 he wav cat3npd.^v-
1.12. This tram makes a 1 stops alone-.. , , < .u ■ j a  V‘“ "k g eral box cill 6 of the local freTgh 
the line and preparations had iustpi , . t 1 1 1„ 1 . . r  . jcompletely telescoped, whilC'pw
been completed for its departure • . • • 1 . i-,1 * rule, wheat was literally tbOa-», : - I  .wheu an extra freight, No. 8221, in : 
charge of Engineer Arthur Miller-of; 
Jackson, rounded the curtie'about a- 
quarter of a mile distance.^'Through' 
ii.misunderstauding or .abidnt-minded- 
* «W 8^n jthe .part of-

the 'if^aVj^ards';^as g d i ^ ^ ^ s ^ n d  i c a t i t J ^ ? ^ ^

pieces and its contents sckjtere'^ 
Several rods along the tracTtB.’f * *  
|cpal_cars attacheil to - N o . - - ^  
almost in two white Hhc tepdei*


