xends by’ bémg marrled .at Wood-
rg*that afternoon.

R aiéf.c» 5[1:‘

: *rmvnsmp
3l rlef Sketcb of the Life ‘of ‘the Yener-
kg able Asa Benedict.

‘Hale and hearty at sthe age of 93
.'years, in full possession of all his fac-
ulties and at the present time enjoying
eveal years with her sister, Mrs. ‘excellent health; Deacon .Asa Ilene-
: "Wlllett, -aid has a host of [ dict, the subject of this narratue, is

0 wark there and- Surprxsed their 2|
FAR
N

rs. f’ugh has made her home here

Since M school she has|> (30 interesting and remarkable gentle-

. 'man, and a brief synopsis of his life

.d a pOt luck supper

li .put each article given her with-

4 "t{-the bnde and groom many sub-
? ﬁg;al rem\nders of their love and

B \_E will no doubt prove interesting to a
At | |great many of our readers.

Mr. Benedict is at present residing
with his daughter, Mrs. Frank Hay. -
west of town, and is well known amL
7 highly respected throughout the coun- g
‘ty, having been in the earlier days ag,
‘prosperous farmer in this vicinity,
i.and as he has just passed the ‘)31(\:1
milestone in life’s journey enjoys the
__distinction of being the oldest male.

;resident of the towitship. Mr. Bene-
ible_amusement was caused i dlct was born in Scipio, New York
‘ J State, Sept. 14, 1816, and continued
nd oldmg the bride T ’ :
: Jler to: ta1] fo what use shel. his residence there until 1855, wrheu he

| decided to strike out for different

climes, and in July of that year with

: 'the Citizens Telephone
ﬂge where she was = capable
_’us operator and thus added to e
tu'ie circle of friends. Mr. Pugh®

ra rear in Allen & \ndrcw

CarAnaciLIULTLE R

: The ‘évening was spent in games
was served.

@ d

T hc young |

! montville, and after four very tiresome
‘that stood-onthc premises:— 1

- sence of building materials such

' times, clay and other substances were |

to keep out wind and rain.

greater comforts for his humble home.

the first person in the neighborhood to

X uéwm what |t was,
& his wife and two children proceeded to

| Buffalo, from which place they came
by boat to Detroit. Lezving the latter
city they drove to Vermontville in an
old-fashioned two seated democrat
wagon with a cover over the front seat
which was at that time one of the first
| of its kind to ever travel through ‘this

he bappy couple 1cft Friday morn-:
R“ior Riley, where the groom has ac-
eda posmon in a general store.:
trdke with them the -best Wl\h(s’

about the only indulgence at that time,

ng‘ atulatxons of THE EcHo aund * territory. The country in thosc days

2 }- any frlends was little less than a veritable wilder-

: ;m SR v & v ness and in order to reach their destin-
a o o

ation they found it necessary to travel(

D

by.c a’“‘ﬂfg it
}'he 'o te. 3 Vermontv’ille

T £ only ',three
frame bouses,’and ~some" adea ‘of the
exlstmg condmons can be gamed from
the fact ‘that deer roamed the forests
freely,- Whlle wud turl\ey and other
smaller . game were .plentiful. After
enduring many hardships and prita- -
tions, Mr. Benedict succeeded in clear-
ing a tract of 1and 3 miles westof Ver- !,

P :
since 1837." He has cast. hxs ‘ballot 1§
tlmes for presulent dud looks_“hack

1840 he voted for Wllham Hen th :
rison for the office of chief exe(;utn'e of
the United States. For number:, of
years he acted as school inspector here
and was justice of the peace fox 97
years. 3

e mlurthe the Dressol modern : In 1844, the year previous to his Te-
i| moval here, Mr. Benedict came to v1snt

e 5

trips to Marshall final v installed his
household goods in an old log house

| his brother, W. U. Benedict, and ldur-
ing his stay at that time attended! the«
first meeting ever held in the Congre;,
gational church chapel. He has al:
ways led a devout christian life, being?
a member of the Presbyterian church
while @ resident of New Yorl\ Stth,
but after deciding to settle here he. re-
ceived his lerter from that ch
was transferred to the Couﬂ'rexe;"a.tlg’iBa}q
church here, Ser\ ices were then {1'
in the chapel, but in1864:the ple{
building was erecied :'u,x( g
dict has been

used in the crevices between the logs
Later as
times got better aud money more plen-
tiful he was enabled to seal the in-
side of the cabin and thus provide

On this property he took up farming,
remaining there until 1886, and was
purchase a mowing wachine and
reaper. ’

Asa means of livelihood farming was

althougl‘l yarn-spinning occupied quitej . o olkarever smce e
a prominent place many of the Ti $ gyl
X 1e ripe old age he Ims 1edched
homes. The nearest markets iu the hi
: . 1is vresent enjoyment of g
neighborhood were located at Bellevue X
> is no doubt in ~a measure’ d
and- Battle Creek and  as railroads] e . v 3
3 K exemplary life he led in his ung;
were not thought of then great difficul- - R
bt ; e days. . He uscd llllu)\l,Cdt%B |
ties were encountered in driving these 5
et > liguors and always dbst.uue(_ from
distances to market goods. Tn order
it s s . yse of tobacco .in any for m
to secure iron with which - to build &gether svith other I 1 h'li)lt BN
_waoon ‘Mr. Benedict ‘had to drive t +E00¢ Sy

2. served to make him a rem; rl
Exey while ‘it was necess1ry to N RS _‘r 25502

in

never

W




