
to;Wopdbury Thursday to ac<^m- 
gLioy^Miss pora';Wiliett ia c k  to'her 
ip ^ i, wSrk there and-Surprised, their ^ 

by' being, married .at Wood- 
^ r^ h at'a lfern oon

?.':^*ugh has made her liome here jq 
ieveal .years with her sister, Mrs. 
^Ti'-Willett, and has a host of

fSrlet Bkeje .̂>r the Life of the ^Vener 
11"' ' able Asa Benedict. > -
I Hale and hearty at-ithe age  of 93 
years, in full possession of a ll h is fac- 
ulties and at the present tim e enjoying  
excellent health,- Deacon ..Asa I*ene- 

p 'd ie t, the subject of th is narrative, is
Since lejaifll: school she has|^;f*“ interesting and remarkable gentle-

■ ----"lA”! 3- brief synopsis of h is life
w ill no doubt prove interesting to aE n' tT-iCitizens Tcleiihoiic 

K'e where sh e'w as > capatilc arid 
pus operator and thus added, t'.

■ c irc le  of friends. Mr. Piie!i'i= 
iWaSTor a  y e a r  in A llen A Andrcw.s 
[crbcjtery and  grocery  store :ind m.ide

M tsd a y e t^ n iu g  a number of their 
hohci'ed them w ith a m iscel'a- 

.^tej^s'shower at the home of Mr.s. Wil- 
Ufiu^ ^.The evening w as spent in games 

a p6t luck supper w as served, 
ideifcble.am uscm ent w as can.scd 

md fo ld in g  ithe bride a
Jier to 'tell to what use si-.c 

I S ^ p u t  each article given her with- 
ff id ^ in gw h at it w as. The young 
l e ‘spent a delightful evening and 

Sf^tie^hride and groom jiiauy sub- 
reminders of their love ami

jgreat mati3’ of our readers.

a t ihat^VniC'^^wasl^^ /pnfy^^^hfW 
'frame hotfs«y%ind;*^tHe idea '‘of :the 
ex isting  conditions jeah'be gained fihm  
the fact that d fcr  roatned the forests 
freely, w hile '^wild turkey and other 
sm aller ‘gam e’ were plentiful. After 
enduring many hardships and prita--| 
tioDS, Mr. Benedict succeeded in clea^"- j 
ing a tract of land 3 m iles w est of Ver- 

I montville, and after four very tiresome 
trips to M arshall final y installed his 
household goods in an old log house
t h n t  »to o *i-o Ti*ttic

... -Che jhappy couple left Friday morn- : 
^ o r  KUey, where the prootn has a c - : 

a. positipn'in  a {ceneral store. » 
^iake with them the best wishes* I 

^ ^ '^ t^ fa tu la tio n s  of T h e  E cho  and V 
*  ̂ aany'friends.

" m

Mr. Benedict is at present residing i 
with his daughter, Mrs. Frank H av. - building m aterials such as
west of town, and is well known andr “ >« present modern

f .h ighly respected throughout the c o u n - V “‘^er substances were 
i .ty, having been in the earlier days a f  the crevices between the logs
5 prosperous farmer in th is vicinity,^! out wind and raiu. Later as
i.a n d  as he has just passed Uie 93rd^ 

milestone in life’s  journey enjoys the 
-distinction of being the oldest m ale.

r e s i d e n t  ot the towCiship. Mr. Uene- 
Jdict w as born in Scipio, N ew  York j 

State, Sept. 14, 1816, and continued  
his residence there until 1855, when he 
decided to strike out for different 
climes, and in July of that year with  
his wife and two children proceeded to 
Buffalo, from which p lace they came 
by boat to Detroit. L eaving the latter  
city they drove to Vermontville in an 
old-fashioned two seateil democrat 
wagon with a cover over the front seat 
which w as at that time one of the first 
of its kind to ever travel through th is 
territory. The country in those days  
was little less than a veritable w ilder­
ness and in  order to reach their destin ­
ation they found at necessary to travel

times got better aud money more plen­
tiful he w as enabled to seal the in- 
si<!f <if (he c.ihiii and thus provide 
greater com foits for h is humble home. 
On this property he took up farming, 
rem aining there until 1886, and was 
the first person in the neighborhood to 
purchase a mowing m achine and 
reaper.

A sa  means of livelihood farm ing was 
about the only indulgence at that time, 
although yarn-spinning occupied quite 
a prominent place in many of the 
homes. T he nearest markets in the 
neighborhood were located at Bellevuel 
and- B attle  Creek and a s railroads 
were not thought of then great difficul­
ties were encountered in driving these 
distances to market goods. In  Order| 
to secure iron w ith w hich to build  

Mr. Benedict had to drive
- - - .S - ■ ~

w hile '.it w as necessary

IVext^rblUl^ 

ict is a sfabl

<BI

R epiib licin  ai>d has v 6 t ^ , that 
since 1837. HV has cast, his b ajltj^ ^  
tim es for president a n d ;jixjk.s-^ac'lc 
with much pride tp the-;fact i]^|
1840 he voted for W illiam  Hen/y.jpaf.;' 
risen for the office of chief executive 
the United States. For _.t number .bf 
years lie acted as school inspector here 
and w as justice of the peace for i 12 
years. • '?

In 1844, the j’ear previous to h is  re­
moval here, Mr. Benedict came to .risi^ 
his brother, W. U. Benedict, an4\dur-’ 
ing his sla y  at that time attended ) thej 
first meeting ever held in the Congre^l 
gational church chapel. He has 'al­
w ays led a devout Christian life, b ilng , 
a member of the Presbyterian church’ 
while a resident of New York State, 
hilt after deciding to settle here he -re'- 
ceivevl his letter from th.at chur'ch^b^

I

was transferred to the CongrCg^iii 
church here. Services Were then Helcl
in the chapel, but in 1864;the jire! 
b u ild in g  w as ereoled , ai.id?Mr.- 
diet h a s  been .a valued .membefVaLS 
earn est w orker ever s in ce , ,

T he ripe old a g e  he lias ’̂ e'ached iand I 
Ills presen t enjoym ent of g ^ iq iL ^ a fta  
is  no ilbubt in a  m easure'dvi 
c.vem plury life he led in  h is y b u n ^  
d a v s. He never used .iiilox ica£ i 
liquors and a lw a j-s  dbstaiued!fcpm ’<t™|i 
u se  of tobacco .in a n y  foi ni. ■:Th1sj»^^'- 
gether w'ith other !|good^.habits,

’ served to make him a remairkably'

I


