
(J ^ r ’three or four months ahead, but the 
packet ship, Sheridan, Withdrawn  
from the New York and Liverpool lin ^  
t ^ s  advertised to sail for ^ai^ Fran­
cisco, an(V" fovtr yern'.antvill^
g^old-'se^kdl-s igu^ged I'as.saj^e around 
Capp Ho.ra- Hp.;̂ \er and Hinman spent 
about tj\-Q 3'ears gathering gold dust 
^ d  naggets aad then returned home 

waj' of tbe istbntas of Panam a, 
their treasure worn in leather belts 
4Vound their waists. Soon after reach- 

home, Homer bought the farm just 
east of the village that later was owned 
by Hinman S. Dickinson, to whom he 

d it in 1855, and engaged at once in 
at became his life work, a success- 

ijful career as a merchant, and contin- 
lillog in it until his last illness and 
[Seath.4̂.'
>'-.For a longer period than any other 
cjtizenof Eaton count}', he wasengaged 
jorbusiness as a general merchant, and 
for more than half:i century wasclose- 
Jjjridentified with the industrial, social, 

ojitical, intellectual and moral inter

jti 18S0, he declined to permit the use 
of his name.

all local affairs of the town 
and Tillage of Vermontville, whether of 
a moral, religious, educ.itional social 
or political nature, he was more close­
ly and intimately associated and help­
ful than was any other citizen for so 
long a period as half a century.
By natural selection he hcca.me chief. f
counsellor and advisor for the j>coj>lo, 
who knew him from lioyluKid in the 
troubles and business problcuYS Nvhich 
]x*rpU. xed (hem, and he cievcr bclpiyc(l 
the c^»nlidenco rcijosod in h\\\\. A li ; 
pened experience apd spund .im!},r 
incn^ made him a W(sy advispy* He 
knew all about the livê j pf (he plain i\ 5I ' . • >1 V

I people wl\q arc the hone and sinew of >■ »  
the. copnt'-y. \ViU> the life of the \ i l - - i^  
laye and the town that h.i.s been hi.s j *  
hpme for throe score years and ton his 
own life was intertwined in the closest 
of human ichitions, ajid his clear poi- 
ception and good judgment reudered 
his advise almost inerrant. Ever wid­
ening through a long career has been

! « « » * « « « « by/ i  wid^-eadrrit^
> §  tories) bii^Aphies anjj wcAka J

J  'to science and lhou;;ht. In>U<
 ̂ he was an iudepemient thiriJtSK:

*  and brogghtrto bear upon current 
J  trines and beliefs his candid and ( 
e  ful reason ^ind judgment. H^wafeaqJ 
% excellent &nversationalist, a f^ady
*  public spAker,’ and liis succ&s in 
«  business was achieved because b'yj 
JjStrict integrity lie had gained tb'e co^y 
J fidence of others. He never f^ ^ d .t^ i  
5 give an honest answer when hisopitiionl 
S and advice were asked, .\dded tqtheiSe

lertness,
comprebensi^ iv

HOMIvU B a r b k k

^  qualities were mental 
-5 Itematic methods, a 
s*graspiof vlctails, and close devotion to  
“  work. What he could do himself hef^ 
5 ! never asked others to perform. / A s  

those who knew him longest and best 
*  think over the record of his’ life and
V the g'ood he has clone in the sp h e ^  Of

activity*, the thou ■̂ ht wiU naluriu

iii. f . *  -11  ̂ t i u the circle of his influence, and lyreuUytats of his village, town and couutv. M ,  ̂ ,
1 ^  , -  . , . ' . ' will he be missed. A man s final dc-» n  1861, when Hiucoln became presi-

he was appointed postmaster,
■dpi;held the office for eleven years; 

also served as town clerk, justice 
je peace and in other local of^ces;
.in 1870 was elected state senator,

Jhe district composed of Barry an^
;on counties, but ho never sough^ 
iblitic.al office or the q\s^inc^jous ô - 

.itical life. True to hiqo\^-n inelin- 
jbn.s ^as^e§, hf ad\\ere,  ̂ to. ^ busi- 

aeti ^es^lt \y.j\s a notai

ate (or rgpri^eqtatl\%|ifefldgiigr^s^

’ character well established here, is the "j 
basis and surety of contiiuiou.s growth 
iu the hereafter. Our lieparted broth­
er belongved to no churcb, he acce|ited 
no religious crecil 
was tied to no party

find expression in the sentcn<S5î -'* 
ne'er shall see his like again.’ !

Born in New England, reared qmid 
and environed by the peculiar idea^

in its entirety, he (j of his time, he had the manhood ati9' 
. and he upheld | courage to think for himself, and ^

pnrtnre, when he l.as lived justly, is, 
as Victor Hugo s.iys, “ like the'end of a 
be.antifnl d a y .’ ’
_ Homey G. Barber was as honest and 

tr\ie to himself as he was honest and 
[^'ue WM tli of hers. The best years of 
his irte were the mature years of his 
iS^nhhod. The closing hours of sun­
set .and o f tjvilight should always be 
the most beautiful part of this mortal 
life, ,  RetrpspMt a n S ^ S ^ g ^ ' i ' t e  as 
dim.mortaTOy hier^Y intp. clear im- 
mortaiijy , '^ \ ?lifi^i|e11 Kyed he£ejja’

:such policies ami principles 
-iieved to be best and right, 
the element of goovl ness In all things, 

'and , believing in the church as an 
j agency for the betterment of humanity,
< he held t,he office of trustee for the 
j Congreg-ational society .'many years, 

brought to the conduct of its affairs 
the same business methotls that pre 
y’ai led < n h i s ow n pe rson a 1 i n t e rests.

as he be- t< had the sincerity 
He saw jjprpss his lyones

ai\d courage to a; 
doubts, yet he whSi’ 

|tol,cranl; of the opinions of others, 
■gt^ined,their confidence while dis.agy^’* 

^  with them. He was s.incerev'J ;̂  ̂
sinc.er’i,t.v is tl\e perfect m,irror of 
and ^air ip,incV It rel.lccts in sy 
and Lortest thought.

Within the compass of tii| lltKyil; 
..world has cl'i^gevl. T j^

telegraph has|

1

• te^stmooi 'eil ucit|d


