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Suif(^|^ornin^yS&t| 
jy^as clewing- fivfrt:^l^e8 ;Wijich iii 
o^ns irtslde tH4 cof|^^^ion and about 
j^e first of March will syt out two a c r^  
o f orange trees. He \vill also raisi^ 
trujiikT,/ They have fine' soil throu^;

I lallTh'at .'country and at present are 
'^iising artesioii wells forNrrigation but 

can raise some without the extra wat-

' I «

and " conductor.' ’ ”11(0 9. conduotprj 
takes the fares, >wlch is\ foiin 
cents to Matamoros, apd 'the ihortor- 
man applys the ra'ivhldejMs the cars
are drawn b '̂ one little''*-mule, . about 
the size we call donkeys.

We did not have available t i ^  to see 
a ll the sights at M.itamores. Th is

Cr» I,,, , I golden city had, at one time, a popula-
W elc ft Raymondville for Urowus. If,on of from one hundred and fifty to 

^luida^ moiuing’. lh is «  you htiiuircd thotisand but it is ou iilv  
Av.n remember, is the town which thelan  old ruin of its past glory at the 
ueg^p so (. lers shot up t "o  years ago, ;present time. We got the most deli- 
anc lej j,ne made a landmark of the .cions oranges, I ever ate, while over 

"  '*̂ *̂ *̂  ti'ey did the shooting, nthere. They pick tlicm in their gard- 
- mouths watering wepreceed- jen.s whc.i they w ill meitinthc month.

^ e otil3 white rcotru.int in the j We left llrownsville on the return 
Cl y, am a ter ,i good dinner, but right I trip in the ,'ifternoon, riding- back this' 
. re re w,IS w eie we came very ne.ar i nay which is nortlieast for three luui- 
mgelmg our, “ Waterloo.” . Weordered di ed mile.s, we left tlie train at Bay 
up for three and got three very small J c ity  at four A. M. and put in tlie day 
piece^ o s|;, one o.rdrtr of potatoes to seeing tliat section of the country. We 
e  ̂ a couple two by nent to Galveston that evening, being

three slices of bread apiece, apd some-

>1,hing to drink which they called cof-.| 
fee, we didn't drink (t tn find out, and', 
yve paid Qiie dollar anJt ten cents forf 
Jhe slrot. M y! hut 1 pited those who' 
come after us as we were in the front 

|;yarik going to the lestaurant.
Next we went down to the bank ofj 

p ie  Rio Graiule. People crOss to Oldt 
gdexico bv ferry rowboats. We paid . 
;bree cents a piece to get across on one-, 

Tof these. Then, hurrah, for a street-' 
ar ride to'Mataiuoras. We went some,’ 

1 tell you. The cars hold ten people

I Inside when they are packed in 
^Troi'erJy and have a motorman

just one week from the time of our leav- 
home. On Tuesday, we took in 

the vvliole town. Went to wharves in 
the morning. There we saw them 
loading freighters which it takes a 
sinail army of men a wliole week to 
load. Think of putting 50,(KX) lialcs ofjj 
cotton and 83,(KX) bushels of rieg, be­
sides 15,000 barrels o f other goods into 
the hold of one gre.Tt ocean going ves­
sel. That ks what is done at the Gal-i 
veston docks oftbntiines. Wc went tdl' 
the beach where the city is building a 
great sea wall five miles long to pro­
tect the city in  ̂case another great 
wave such as thej' hail a couple years

'■bat̂ Vi n e itly  pe<Jk>le .iFst
their liv?s. Galveston is beconiingjoiie 
of the most beautiful cities I  have s e e i^  

After'Galvestonl we came bacly '1^ 
Houston^ the Patterson boj’s 
farms twelve miles out northwest'o^^' 
tine shell road and at thetown of 
banks on the Southern Pacific roafl.'^^ 

Tills is a bc>autiful country thl'buj^ 
thi.s section of the state .and tlic (iiniate 
is fine now. The thermometer 
to 78 degrees once in a while hut the 
nights .".re always cool because of the 

.Gulf brec-ze. They say the ‘ hcrmom^,| 
ter goes no higher th.aii in Michigan 
the summer and the nights are much 
inoi e pleasant. This l.;iul seems to be 
the place for a man to put his money, 
in order to make more fast.

Well I w ill close for this time,' hop­
ing to sec more of you here in tlie fu­
ture. May writeagain later on. Wish­
ing all of you goodluck, I remain.

Your sincere friend Homkk Brown , 
1109 Prairie Ave.,

___ ___HoustoiU Tej^-^—
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■'•'ilomcr G. Biirher.
■ Born in Benson, Rutland county, 
Vermont, Norember 2.-. 1830,^Homer G. 
Barber passed from earth at his home 
in Vermontvitle, on Wednesday morn- 

l^ng, March 10, 1909, in the seventy-ninth 
'^year o f this mortal life. T lie  father, 
'step-mother and four hrotlicrs 
t ujeA^sJji8,jyUietiecij«:'

frg m y ^ ^ tfn t aoi'l s ^ led ' ill 
v i l ie ^ Y «W s 'a g 6 e  
famnies’^ fa t form^AVie-f'yerriiontn;. 'V-.......... ■
Colony and located .an the 
clurni"' the three 3»ear.s wI)ich'-fol.6ijr^^ 
mirch.asing the land and erecting 
first log cabin in 1839, there hre now 
only four surylyors, all living In Mich­
igan, Henry J.'Martin of Veri|wntville, 
Mrs. Francis Mears Stebbtns Of Grand 
Rapids, John C. Barber M; B a ttl^  
Creek and Edward W. Barherof Jack^ 
son. The record of the origintijy 
pioneers is nearly closed. - .

Of the early settlers in Vermoiitvillm 
not one lived a more active life  
Homer G Barber. His education'lyiaw 
obt.ained in the primitive 
scl'.ool, ‘hree months in the w intew-^ 
two terms of four months each iC . tl 
Vermontville Academy, while?*\e ij
of the time for eight I’ears was (Tevi__ _
to work among the stumps on a 'nc" 
farm. In 1847, at the age of seveht^i 
he went to Kalamazoo and soon becaiH 
head clerk in the post-office of filia l 
town, Alexis Ransom being the ppst^ 
master. Two years later, in 1849,' i 
coinpanj’ with Chauncey A . Dwrgh 
Hinman S. Dickinson and Franklin PiS 
Hopkins, he went to California, th ene^  
El Dorado of youthful hopes, am b^ioii^  
and desires to get on in the w orl^ . 1;

These Argonauts went to New  ̂ orlk  
intending to take a steamer to PSns,-. 
ma, cross the isthmus, and by anotlicf 
steamer on the Pacific make the trip to 
Sifh FTancisco. On arriving in New j

coiisti-
familY Jbat -came

York it was learg^^ that the steamer | 
passage had S^p-'^ngaged by ofheilsl

- -  } ■


